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2201 Introduction

Statutory basis for citation of prior patents or print-
ed. publications in patent files and reexamination of

. patents became available on July 1, 1981, as a result

of new sections 301-307 of title 35 United States
Code which were added by Public Law 96-517 en-
acted on December 12, 1980. The rules of practice in
patent cases relating to reexamination were initially
promulgated on ‘April 30, 1981, at 46 Fed. Reg.
24179-24180 and on May 29, 1981, at 46 Fed. Reg.
29176-29187. The rules were also published in the Of-
ficial Gazette at 1007 O.G. 2-3: on June 2, 1981, and

. at 1007 O.G. 30-41 on June 23, 1981. Amendments to

Prior Art Patents and Printed Publications Considered by

the Examiner in Reexamination
Listing of Prior Art
Scope of Reexamination
Cotlateral Estoppe! in Reexamination Proceedings
Office Actions
Special Status for Action
Form and Content of Office Action
Time for Response
Mailing of Office Actions
Extension of Time
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the rules of practice relating to reexamination were
promulgated on May 19, 1982, at 47 Fed. Reg. 21746~
21753 and on July 30, 1982, at 47 Fed. Reg. 33086-
33112. These rules were also published in the Official
Gazette at 1019 O.G. 37-44 on June 22, 1982, and at
1021 O.G. 19-94 on August 10, 1982.

This Chapter is intended to be primarily a guide for
Patent and Trademark Office personnel on the proc-
essing of prior art citations and reexamination re-
quests. Secondarily, it is to also serve as a guide on
the formal requirements for filing such documents in
the Office.

The flow chart which follows shows the general
provisions of both the citation of prior art and reex-
amination proceedings including reference to the per-
tinent rule sections.








